
Dear Friend,
It would be wonderful if we could gather in the sanctuary of Sharon-Hope United Church 

on Easter Sunday: if we could see each other face-to-face and raise our voices in hallelujahs as 
we celebrate the triumph of life over death, good over evil, love over hate. This year, with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this is not to be. And yet, Sharon-Hope United Church remains a strong, 
vital community of faith, committed to following in the steps of Jesus Christ and engaging in 
God’s mission and ministry in this world God loves.

Since we cannot meet in person, we are turning to other means. For worship, each 
week’s expanded leaflet (including all the prayers and the time for all God’s people) and the 
sermon are posted on the web site for Sharon-Hope United Church. The hope is that at 10:00 
on Sunday morning, each of us will use these resources in our own space as a way to open 
ourselves to God’s presence and listen for the Spirit’s breath. Then at 11:00 through means of 
Zoom, we can join together electronically for coffee/tea and conversation. Every day at 8:00pm, 
we are invited to light a candle and offer a prayer adapted from the Iona Community (posted on 
the web site), knowing that people from Richmond Hill, Thornhill, Aurora and Penticton United 
Churches are also engaging in this same spiritual practice. 

For pastoral care, I have been gradually phoning everyone in our directory just to hear 
how people are feeling during this time of self-isolation and whether they are in need of some 
support be it in the form of care packages or delivery of essentials like groceries. Phone trees 
are being set up to maintain regular contact and the assurance that no one is lost and aban-
doned. We are indeed all part of the one web of life, all members of God’s family. In addition, 
thanks again to the efforts of Vicki Greenwood, there is an opportunity to join others on Zoom for 
forty minutes of tea and chat at 2:00pm, Monday to Friday, and to participate in a lectionary 
Bible Study on Thursday at 11:00.

These are difficult times for all of us. It is hard not knowing how long this will go on; not 
having the assurance that on such and such a date, we shall be together once more - singing 
and praying, listening and reflecting, sharing food, and drink and laughter. Nevertheless, we can 
persevere, trusting that God will gives the strength and courage we need. As we affirm in our 
United Church Creed, we have the promise that even in the midst of anxious and uncertain 
times, we are not alone. 
“In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.”

Blessings,
Linda M. Butler 


