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Prelude
Butterfly Waltz 

(Brian Crain)

https://youtu.be/xqCdKOdX5FQ


Welcome



Call to Worship

Leader (L): God is all mercy and grace—
People (P): Slow to anger and rich in love.
L: God is good to one and all—
P: Everything God does is filled with grace.
L: God provides help for us in moments of trouble—
P: And gives a fresh start to those who feel like 
giving up.
L: Come, let us worship God!
All: Let us lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving.



Acknowledgement of the Land 
(in Unison)

We here at Sharon-Hope United Church sit on the 
traditional lands of the Anishnabe (a-NISH-na-bec),  
the Haudenosaunee (ho-den-o-SHOW-knee) and 
Wyndat (WEN-dat) Nations, land covered by the 
Dish with One Spoon Wampum Covenant.  We give 
thanks for their stewardship of the land and may 
we continue in that tradition to care for this land 
for the generations to come.



Lighting the Christ Candle



Gathering Hymn

Joyful, Joyful We Adore You 
(v1, 3)
VU232





Celebrations and 
Announcements

You are invited to clap 
or cheer after each



Birthday and Anniversary 
Blessing

(First Sunday of every month)



Response

Come In, Come In and Sit Down
(chorus and v1)

VU 395



Chorus
Come in come in and sit down
You are a part of the family
We are lost and we are found
And we are a part of the family

Verse 1
You know the reason why you came
Yet no reason can explain
So share in the laughter and cry in the pain
For we are a part of the family. (repeat Chorus)

(Come In, Come In and Sit Down, James K. Manley  © 1984 James K. Manley.Al rights reserved. Reprinted with permission, under ONE LICENSE #A-735559)



Concerns
This is an opportunity to name someone you would like held in 

prayer or to share a grief or worry you are carrying.

A tea candle will be lit for each individual or concern.



Response

Confitemini Domino 
MV 16

(you are invited to sing in 
Latin and/or English)





Prayer of Approach

L: How wonderful are your works, O God! How great are your 
ways!
P: You are generous in love and kindness, endless in goodness 
and power, overflowing with grace and mercy.  
L: You fill the world with truth and justice and offer all people 
hope and new beginnings. 
ALL: Lord and lover of all things, we praise and adore you as 
Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit, this day and always, for in 
Christ we know you are always near. Amen.
L: Friends, Jesus welcomes all who are tired and heavy laden to 
lay down their worries at his feet. So let us confess to God, the 
things that often separate us from God’s love, and find the 
freedom Christ promises.



Prayer of Approach (cont’d)

ALL: God of compassion and understanding, our lives have 
slowed down in the pandemic, and yet we struggle to hear 
your voice. We are caught up in our own situations and fail to 
consider what others face. Distracted by daily news and the 
uncertainty around us, we forget to come to you in prayer 
and offer that uncertainty to you. In these slower days of 
community life, teach us how to savour the freedom of your 
presence. Help us enter your rhythm of grace and salvation in 
Jesus’ name. Amen
L: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. God’s compassion reaches out to 
all creation. Know that you are forgiven through Christ. Live in 
peace and harmony with yourself and with all people.
ALL: Amen



Hymn

Open My Eyes 
(v1)

VU371





Readings

Epistle: Romans 7:15-25a
Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30



Hymn

Open My Eyes 
(v2,3)
VU371





Reflection

What Can Separate Us from God’s Love 

Part 1: “The Struggle is Real”



The Giving of 
our Gifts

For the Beauty of the Earth 
(v1, 4)

VU 226 (tune VU 81)



1. For the beauty of the earth
For the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies

God of all, to Thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.

Words: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint 1864;Music;Conrad Kocher 838,Wm H Monk 1861



4. For each perfect gift sublime
To our race so freely given.
Graces human and divine
Flow'rs of earth and buds of heav’n.

God of all, to Thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.

Words: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint 1864;Music;Conrad Kocher 838,Wm H Monk 1861



Response

L: God came to us in Jesus Christ so that we would 
know God’s great love and generous compassion. Let 
us respond to this extravagant love as we offer our 
own gifts as witness to the saving power of such love 
in our lives. Let us pray:
ALL: God of kindness and compassion, we offer you 
our gifts in hope, trusting that you will bless them 
and offer your kindness to our neighbours in Jesus’ 
name. Help us find the courage to be generous to 
neighbours and strangers for Christ’s sake. Amen.



Prayers of the 
People

Lord Listen to Your Children Praying
VU 400



Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying, Ken Medema © 1973 Hope Publishing Company.All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission, under ONE LICENSE #A-735559



Response

L: God of mystery and meaning, help us to discover your 
purpose for our lives. Free us from the limits set by past 
expectation and experience and keep us open to all 
possibilities.
P: Bless those who extend the boundaries of love and 
respect, who show kindness to strangers and forgiveness to 
people who hurt them. Work among us by your Spirit to heal 
the invisible wounds of the heart.
L: We pray for those who suffer from the influence of anger, 
jealousy, resentment or bitterness, their own or from others. 
P: Work among us by your Spirit to create mutual respect and 
good relations.



Response (cont’d)

L: We pray for your wisdom to inspire politicians, judges, 
lawyers, and all who form and keep our laws. 
P: Work among us by your Spirit to recognize injustice and 
respond to create systems of fairness and trust.
L: We pray for your healing for those who are ill or in chronic 
pain, for those grieving the many losses of the pandemic, and 
for all who feel afraid for the future. 
P: Work among us by your Spirit to renew hope and sustain 
our support for each other.
L: We pray for those whose workplaces are recovering from 
the lockdowns and economic shock during the pandemic. 



Response (cont’d)

P: Give courage to those who have lost so much, and 
creativity to those reorganizing their lives. Work among us by 
your Spirit to rebuild common life with an eye to the most 
vulnerable.
L: And now we offer you the prayers on hearts today. My 
prayer is…
L: To you, Source of each life and all life, we bring our prayers, 
uniting in the words Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer



Hymn

What A Friend We Have In Jesus 
(v1, 2)

VU 664





Blessing and Sending Forth

May you be filled with humility to recognize that you need 
help in your struggles;
May you be filled with courage to ask for help when you 
need it;
May you find Christ to be your companion and friend 
through your struggles;
And may the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Christ and 
Spirit, descend upon you and dwell in your hearts this day 
and always enable us to address the things that separate us 
from God’s love. Amen



Choral Parting
May the Love of the Lord

MV 218



May the Love of the Lord, Maria Ling Poh Choo/ Swee Hong Lim 



Postlude
Amazing Grace 

sung by 50 Countries Affected 

by COVID-19

https://youtu.be/BA7pdABvpnc


Come Join Us for 
Fellowship and Coffee 

after the Service!

You will be moved into a smaller breakout 
room.

You will be able to leave the breakout room 
or leave the coffee time.

If you leave the breakout room, you will 
rejoin the larger group and can ask to join 
another breakout room or leave the coffee 
time.


