
 

Lessons from a Stolen Beavertail 

 

Rev Sadekie 

 

"Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 

prowls around, looking for someone to devour." -1 Peter 5:8 

 

My birthday adventure this year took me to Wasaga Beach for the very first 

time. Although parts of the beachfront were under construction, it was still a 

beautiful place to spend the day. My teenage daughter gave the experience a 

10 out of 10—high praise from any teenager, and even more remarkable 

coming from my wonderfully cynical child! I took that as a sign that we had 

chosen well. 
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The water was rough but surprisingly warm. Even Imran, who is usually 

content to stay dry, ventured in. I found myself appreciating the solitude, the 

expansive scenery, and the kind of silence that creates space for reflection, 

renewal, and gratitude. Of course, no visit to a waterfront 

is complete for me without a Beavertail. It has become a 

tradition wherever I find myself by the water. This time, 

however, I had to share the experience with some very 

determined seagulls. They were remarkably brazen. 

 

As we tried to enjoy our treats, we developed a strategy: eat 

while keeping one eye on the birds. What we didn't realize 

was that they had a strategy too. They worked together. 

While one gull hovered over Imran, drawing all my 

attention, another quietly positioned itself above me. Before I realized what 

was happening, it swooped down and flew away with half of my Beavertail! 

 

I couldn't help but laugh. But later I found myself wondering, What could I 

possibly learn from such an experience? Perhaps more than I expected. 

 

The seagulls reminded me that distractions are rarely 

accidental. While my attention was fixed on one 

obvious concern, I became vulnerable somewhere 

else. Isn't that often how life works? We become so 

focused on one challenge that we fail to notice another 

quietly approaching. Not every threat announces 

itself. Some arrive subtly, waiting for the moment 

our attention is divided. Peter's words suddenly felt 

very practical: "Keep alert." Discernment is part of 

faithful living. We cannot control everything that 

happens to us, but we can learn to be attentive, 

prayerful, and wise. 

 



 The experience also reminded me that not every loss 

is worth ruining the day over. Yes, I lost half my 

Beavertail. But I still had half left. I still had laughter. 

I still had the beach, the water, and the memories we 

were making together. How often do we allow one 

disappointment to overshadow countless blessings? 

Sometimes the enemy cannot steal our joy outright, 

so instead he tempts us to fixate on what was lost 

instead of giving thanks for what remains. 

 

 Finally, I was reminded that some of life's best 

memories are the ones we never planned. Years 

from now, I may not remember every detail of the 

beach, but I suspect we'll all remember the seagull 

that boldly stole my birthday treat. What felt like an 

interruption became part of the story we will laugh 

about for years to come. Perhaps that is true of many 

of life's unexpected moments. 

God has a way of using interruptions to teach us 

awareness, perspective, and gratitude. 

 

So the next time life swoops in and steals something 

you weren't expecting to lose, pause before letting 

disappointment take over. 

Ask yourself, What is God trying to teach me here? 

You may discover that while something was taken from your hand, God was 

placing something even more valuable in your heart. 



 
 

 

 

 

Sunday’s Message: 

“Break Time” 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

New Videos are Available Every Monday at 6am 

on Facebook & Youtube. Click Here to see last week’s Devotional video 

           
              
          
        

       

          

        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knm5L8VQyjg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://sharonhopeunitedchurch.ca/?p=4896


 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Did you know … You can find the weekly readings for 2026  here  
 
 
Readings July 26th… 
Scripture Readings – Worship Team 
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Missed a Service?  Look for it on Sharon-

Ho e’  Yo   be c  nnel 
Watch where you want when you want!  

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2025-11/lectionary_2026_yeara.pdf
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2025-11/lectionary_2026_yeara.pdf
https://forms.gle/bRL1o3AYes2Rhb7SA
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https://kingdavistheband.com/media-1


 

 

 

 

The Week at a Glance (See website calendar for other details)  
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https://sharonhopeunitedchurch.ca/event-list/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9235286837


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                       

                                          

                                                  

                                                    

            

                                       

           

                                         
                        

                



Community Notices 
 

CHATs, Community Programs 
 
 
United Church of Canada, Events and Webinars and e-Newletters 
 
 
Shining Waters Regional Council,  Events and News (including the Current) 
 

 
Toronto United Church Council,  Events and Workshops 
 

 
Sharon-Hope United Church 

18648 Leslie Street, Sharon, Ontario, L0G 1V0 
(905) 478-2231 

 sharonhopeuc@gmail.com 
www.sharonhopeunitedchurch.ca 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 10-3pm, Thursday 10-2pm, Friday 10-3pm 
 Click here to unsubscribe 

https://chats.on.ca/community-programs/
https://united-church.ca/events
https://united-church.ca/e-newsletters
https://shiningwatersregionalcouncil.ca/events/
https://shiningwatersregionalcouncil.ca/about/news/
https://www.tucc.ca/events-and-workshops/
mailto:sharonhopeuc@gmail.com
http://www.sharonhopeunitedchurch.ca/
https://forms.gle/gXiMGdbWNE9oTwAg8

